The original edition of this work appeared in 1894 and it is proof of its popularity that the book has now reached the ninth edition.
A handbook, as pointed out by the author, is not a textbook and cannot be expected to contain the same amount of substance. At the same time, it should have certain attributes peculiar to its own class. It must be a complete, concise, though naturally not exhaustive, review of the subject, assembled in a volume of such a size that it may be the constant companion of the student both at the bed-side and elsewhere. Further, as it is intended for the fledgeling, the subject-matter must be presented in predigested and assimilable form.
In fulfilling these essentials, the author has been conspicuously successful, and there is no question but that the new edition will gather to itself a host of friends and that a large number of students will find it invaluable both at the outset of their careers and during the revision period before examinations.
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